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RRVW IN THE NEWS 

Dear Member, as the 2008 season winds down and winter approaches, rest assured that your Board of 
Directors has been busy at the task of keeping your organization healthy and vibrant.  With recent elec-
tions behind us we are now facing the prospect of economic optimism.  Until this comes to fruition, I 
ask you to stand firm in your loyalty to your AVA and renew your membership for the 2009 season.  
Without you, we cannot carry out the function of getting the word out that this AVA is among the pre-
mier AVA’s of the nation.  Please stay on task and help us continue to keep that message in the minds 
of our consumers.  Set aside that small amount in your budgets.  Have a warm and safe holiday season 
with friends and family.  Kind Regards, Hector Bedolla 

I would also like to thank Mauny Kaseburg, RRVW Marketing Manager for her years of dedication to 
our organization.  She has recently married and relocated to Seattle to be with her new family! 

Do you have your 

Member Sign? 

Message from the President, Hector Bedolla, RRVW November  2008 

Nick Leras  is a lifetime resident farmer and owner of Nick Leras Vineyards otherwise 
know as Gods Little Acres.  He was born to Greek immigrants Peter & Virginia Leras 
whom purchased Gods Little Acres in 1918.  Nick was raised the home on the property 
which is now the office of the RRVW.  He has been farming grapes in Santa Rosa since 
1957.  Grapes have always been a passion with 44 acres of Chardonnay, Zinfandel and 
Pinot Noir.  Nick has been an active member of the RRVW since 1995 and currently sits 
on the Board of Directors.  Today at almost 70 years young he tends to his vines meticu-
lously and spends any extra time with his family, wife Vina, eight children and eighteen 
grandchildren.  As a hobby Nick spends time loving his vintage car collection.   

We would like to thank both Nick and Vina for proving the RRVW with office space on 
their property!!! 

Newsletter Spotlight - November Grower Profi le 
Nick Leras, Leras Vineyards 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Annual Membership Meeting, 
February 4, 2009 10am-2pm 
 
6th Annual Crab & Fennel Fest, 
March 7, 2009 5:30PM 
 
Board of Directors Meetings - 3rd 
Thursday of the Month 

RRVW Membership  

Look for your membership renewal packets starting the first week of December.  Please be sure to review your 
membership profile for accuracy.  Complete the enclosed items and return to the RRVW office at your earliest 
convenience in order to be included in the Annual Guide to the Russian River Valley print piece.   

Amongst Sonoma’s rolling hills filed with the coming year’s harvest, also lies the quiet pain 
of hunger.  To learn more about Hunger in our community and how you can help please con-
tact: The Redwood Empire Food Bank (707) 523-7900 or go to our website www.refb.org 

NEW : Classified Listings 
  
Let us know if you have some-
thing to sell.  We would be happy 
to post it on our website and fea-
ture in our newsletter! 

Mark your calendars: 
December 1 -  Board of Director Nominations Due 
December 2 - Board of Director Ballot & Membership Renewal 
  Mailings 
December 9 -  Boundary Expansion Meeting - Grower & Winery  
  members at Holy Ghost Hall 
December 18 - Board of Directors Meeting, RRVW Office 
December 29 -  Board of Directors Electoral Ballots Due 


